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Introduction 


In developing my Swiss postage due collection I sometimes notice anomalies that demand a second look 
— and inevitably lead me off at a tangent from what I was studying originally. High levels of postage due 
always attract attention and in this case I noticed a pattern of relatively high taxe on incoming airmails 
from Canada compared with similar items from other countries. This was a sufficient distraction, especially 
as the Canadian post office hadn’t indicated any shortfall on the outgoing letters. 


The first example (Figure 1)! was posted from Canada to Austria on the 4° August 1947 and struck with a 
Canadian T 90 CENTIMES gold centimes taxe mark. By contrast, an under-franked surface mail letter 
posted to Switzerland on the 30" October 1949 (Figure 2)? was struck in Canada with a T 6 CENTIMES 
gold centimes mark. So, what was going on, why the huge variation in amounts of taxe charged? 


Facts Regarding the Period 


I will attempt to set out the taxe calculations below - but firstly it should help if I set out some basic facts 
for the subject period: 


(i) Canada had discounted foreign letter rates for British Empire, also ‘preferred U.P.U. countries’ 
which included France. Switzerland was not thus favoured so the letter rate was the full 5c for 
the first ounce and 3c for each additional ounce. The different rates set out in Michael Furfie’s 
book ‘International Postage Rates 1890s-1957’ are based on information from G.B. post office 
bulletins. 

(11) Canadian airmail rates were 15c per % ounce from the 1% November 1946 to the 1* July 1953. 
This was expensive: at that time airmail charges for most countries were based per 2 ounce or 
equivalent so rates in Canada were relatively high. Detailed information on the complex 
Canadian foreign and airmail postage rates of this period can be found here 
http://postalhistorycorner.blogspot.co.uk/ 

(iii) The airmail rate was an inclusive charge, not just a surcharge on top of the foreign letter rate. 

(iv) The Canadian dollar had been set at an exchange equivalent to 3 gold francs. Given that the 
Canadian/U.P.U. letter rates were 5 cents and 20 gold centimes, this seems artificially low. 

(v) Swiss foreign letter rates were 30 Swiss centimes until the 28° February 1948 and 40c 
thereafter. 





So the reason for the high levels of taxe on airmail letters lies in the huge difference in cost between 
Canadian foreign letter and airmail rates, when the deficiency was expressed as a proportion of the latter. 
This was especially the case for a %-ounce letter where the 30c airmail rate was six times the 5c surface 
mail letter rate. 


The 1947 letter to Austria (Figure 1) was under-franked by 15c which x3 and doubled = 45 gold centimes. 
Unaccountably this wasn’t taxed in Austria. Purely for comparative purposes, had it been addressed 
to/taxed in Switzerland it would have been taxed as follows: shortfall/letter rate x Swiss letter rate, hence 
15/5 x 30c, doubled = 180. 


The 1949 letter to Switzerland (Figure 2) was under-franked by 15c, hence 1/5 x 40 x 2 = 16, rounded up 
to 20c. 
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Figure 2. 


The next four letters to Switzerland demonstrate under-franked airmails liable to heavy dues: 


1947 (Figure 3)? under-franked 15c. Taxed 15/5 x 40, doubled = 1f80 taxe; 

1952 (Figure 4) under-franked 5c. Taxed 5/5 x 40, doubled = 80c; 

1949 (Figure 5) and 1952 (Figure 6)” to Switzerland, both under-franked by 15c, not noted 
by the Canadian post office but treated identically: 15/5 x 40, doubled = 2f40 taxe. 
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Figure 3. 
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Figure 4. 
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Figure 6. 
Next, a couple of airmails to Great Britain from 1947 and 1952, both under-franked by 15c. In G.B. the 
post office ignored the Canadian T/ 90 / CENTIMES circular gold centimes marks: 
1947 (Figure 7)‘ taxed on the basis 1d = 2c, hence 15c shortfall = 72d, doubled = 1/3d. 


1952 (Figure 8)‘ taxed differently, assuming 3d = 4c, hence 15c x 3/4, doubled = 22‘4d, rounded 
down to 1/10d. 
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Lastly, I bought a 1947 cover to France (Figure 9) because of its intriguing amount of taxe (in gold 
centimes). Franked with 7c it was 23c short for the 30c rate so assessed in Canada 23 x 3, doubled = 138 
gold centimes. The French post office apparently wasn’t interested in collecting the taxe due. Had this been 
sent to Switzerland it would have been taxed 23/5 x 30, doubled = 276, rounded up to 2f80. 








Figure 9. 


A final note: Canadian gold centimes taxe marks seem to have been consistent. With equal consistency 
they were ignored by other postal administrations. This has intrigued me so a further article on this aspect 
will follow. 
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Illustration Footnotes 

Covers shown are from my own collection except the following: 

1 — courtesy of Jim Forte website 

2 - seen on Delcampe website 


3 - courtesy of David Toft 
4 - courtesy of Ken Snelson 
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